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GIANT BUILDING
Construction Ideas & Designs
There is a meeting for all potential giant builders 
on
Monday, 30 March at 5.30pm 

in 

Alexanders Jazz Bar, Rufus Court (off Northgate Street), Chester.

Dave Roberts (Giant- Master for Chester) and Mary Lewery (former Artistic Director for the Midsummer Watch Parade) will explain and demonstrate how to construct a Chester Giant and Wicker & Rucksack frame giant 

1. CHESTER GIANT
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This is how the modern Chester Family of Giants have been made.

The head is made from pasteboard on a chicken-wire frame. 

The frame is manipulated into shape.  

Paper strips are glued on until the head is completely covered.

Details are added last (Eyebrows, mouth etc)
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2. WICKER & RUCKSACK FRAME GIANT
This is how many of the large figures within the Chester Midsummer Watch are made.
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It is a light construct. 

Easy to carry but it only has structure whilst being carried.  
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3.  Variations on the Chester Giant
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Extra hoops allow for more detail in the construction.  The Giants however become very heavy to carry.  

Adding pneumatic wheels makes movement and carrying easier.  Wheels can be difficult in Chester as the Parade route has to negotiate cobbles

The head and shoulders can be made from fiberglass.  This requires a mould. It is the most expensive method for making a giant.

Salisbury Giant with Whifflers (helpers); (multihoops)
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Jude – Liverpool Giant : (multihoops + wheels)

Creating an arm for Jude

Sheffield Giants : (Fibreglass)

DRESSING THE GIANTS

The Giants are generally dressed so that the carrier cannot be seen.  

On the Chester giant, pulling the material tight adds strength to the structure.

A gauze type material is usually used for the front panel to enable the carrier to see without being seen.
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